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October 15 – December 15
Shoe Drive Fundraiser

Multiple locations to drop off donations

November 2016

November 5
Pet Adoption Event

Nature’s Feed, Spring Grove

November 6
10th annual Panting for Paws 5K
Lippold Park, Crystal Lake

November 19
Santa Pictures
Woodstock Vet Clinic, Woodstock

December 2016

December 3
Pictures with Santa

Nature’s Feed, Spring Grove

2017

January 2 - February 15
Art for the Paws Canvases

Canvases due back February 27

February 1-28
Have a Heart for Paws
Local Businesses

April 22
3rd annual Art for the Paws Reception
Mixin Mingle, Woodstock

April 23
The Human Race

McHenry County College, Crystal Lake

August 20
4th annual Paw Crawl

Businesses in Woodstock Square
See www.helpingpaws.net or our Facebook
page for more details on actual events.

Do you have a collection of shoes that you just don’t wear anymore? Want to
clean out your closets? Well now is a great time during our “Shoes for Shelters”
fundraiser. From October 15 through December 15, 2016, we are asking everyone to donate clean, gently used or new shoes to drop off locations at Helping
Paws Animal Shelter and other local businesses around McHenry County.
By donating to "Shoes for Shelters,"
Helping Paws will be raising funds
for both shelter improvements and
animal care, so that more animals
will have a second chance of finding
their forever homes. According to
Sharon Bono-Fabian, HP Volunteer
Coordinator, “Our goal is to collect
over 2,500 pairs of shoes that will
then be donated to Funds2Orgs. As
a non-profit, we want to give back
to help others and this fundraising
event allows us to do that AND help
support our animals too. It’s a winwin all around!”
Helping Paws is partnering with
Funds2Orgs, an organization that
collects shoes and then redistributes
them to a network of micro-enterprise partners in developing nations.
Funds2Orgs helps impoverished people start, maintain and grow businesses in
countries such as Haiti, Honduras and other developing nations in Central
America and Africa.
Continued on page 3
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Lots of great things are happening around Helping Paws and we want you to know we couldn’t
do it without your continued support of the animals!
In May we launched our new Helping Paws Animal Shelter website! We had been wanting to
get a new look and found the right person to do the job — Kari Sharp, owner of Get Sharp, Inc.
Did we mention she also LOVES animals and has been a Helping Paws supporter for years!

Hours of Operation

Kari worked very closely with us on our ‘vision’ and plan. The end result is our beautiful, up-to

We are open every day
from Noon to 4pm
Tuesdays & Thursdays until 7pm

-date website with improved navigation, much more user-friendly and lots of potential for
growth. If you haven’t seen it yet, please go check it out at www.helpingpaws.net!
Some of our new website features include:

Board Members
Donna Matejka, President
Sherry Gelasi, Vice President
Ravelle Scherer-Schwab, Treasurer
Marlene Mugavero, Secretary
Sharon Bono-Fabian, Director
Advisory Board
Dr. Jeffrey Chemelewski, DVM
Kirk Halma, Certified Professional Trainer
Cheryle Homuth, Certified Professional Trainer



Happy Tails – We love happy endings and want to share wonderful stories (with pics)
submitted by Helping Paws adopters. You can even submit your own Happy Tail online.



Events – Are you a Helping Paws fan? Our new Events Calendar is chock-full of all the
places Helping Paws will be including adoption events, fundraisers, yappy hours and more!
You can even register online for our major fundraising events, like Panting for Paws.



Support Us – Since we rely on donations 100%, we’re sharing all the ways you can give.
You can donate online—even dedicate your donation to a loved one; print our Wish List;
see where our HP Donation Houses are; and find out about other opportunities to give like
becoming an HP Member, sponsoring a Special Cat and more!

History of Helping Paws
1969

Other new and helpful things on the site include a link to Google Maps so you can find us from
wherever you are; a News section; our Helping Paws Facebook feed; and a Contact Us form so

Foster program established for strays until they
could find permanent, loving homes.

you can get in touch with us easily.

1971

vanilla’ van got a total makeover! Now you can definitely see us coming and going with our

Helping Paws officially incorporated as the first
no-kill animal welfare association in McHenry
County.

Have you noticed our new Helping Paws van in town? Thanks to a generous donor, our ‘plain
bright blue and green paws. We’ll be riding around town, going to local events, and of course,
bringing more rescued animals to our shelter because second chances start here.

1995

Helping Paws rented its first facility in
Ridgefield which was only able to house cats.

1998

Purchased and remodeled 3,000 square foot
building in Crystal Lake which accommodated
up to 60 cats and seven dogs.

2006

Designed, built and moved into the current
10,000 square foot facility in Woodstock with
the ability to care for three times the number of
cats and dogs.
Since its beginning, Helping Paws has found
homes for thousands of dogs and cats and
averages about 600 adoptions a year since
relocating to the Woodstock location.
Thank you to all who help us with our
mission, whether a volunteer or donor, and
thanks to all the families who have opened their
hearts and homes to give a deserving animal a
second chance for a happy life.

Visit our website at www.helpingpaws.net for all the ways you can help.
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Most dog owners walk their dogs on a regular basis, at least a
few times a week if not every day. Well, now you can support
Helping Paws by walking your dog with an app called Walk for
a Dog by WoofTr ax!

...Got Shoes?

The WoofTrax app lets you walk a
dog to raise money for the animal
organization of your choosing.
Using the Walk for a Dog app, you
can help funnel more funds into the
right paws by doing nothing more
than walking your dog(s) — yours
or a virtual one.

Shoes that are donated must be
clean, in good condition and
usable. This means no holes,
tears and soles must be intact.
Collection sites for the shoes are
at Helping Paws and seven other locations in McHenry County.

It’s so easy to use once you have it set up! It is a basic GPS
tracker (much like Map My Walk) that tracks your distance, time
and average mph (miles per hour). When you are done walking
you can even share your walk event on Facebook or Twitter.
And it even shows you the impact of all the walkers for the
organization selected including times walked and total miles.

Start cleaning out your closets today and get ready to donate your
shoes! You’ll be helping more cats and dogs at Helping Paws and
also helping people in developing nations who are building and
growing their businesses.

To get started, search for Walk for a Dog in the App Store or
Google play and download it to your smartphone. Don’t forget to
select Helping Paws Animal Shelter as your charity organization.
Use the app each time you grab your leash(es) and enjoy a stroll
with your favorite fur friends knowing you are making a great
difference. It’s healthy for you, your dogs, and benefits all the
animals at Helping Paws!

For a full list of collection sites, visit our website at

www.helpingpaws.net
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While many kittens and younger cats are finding homes quickly at Helping Paws, older cats are often overlooked. Take Faith, a senior cat who was obese, but friendly and sociable. Tawny Lescher, an HP volunteer and
vet tech at Woodstock Veterinary Clinic, thought maybe she could help Faith with her weight issue and get some
special TLC in the process that would prepare her for eventual placement.
“We have always had clinic cats here at Woodstock Vet” Lescher says. “It’s something that both the staff and
our clients have definitely enjoyed. As a volunteer at Helping Paws I was aware of the needs of these senior cats.
That’s where our clinic came in.” Faith seemed a perfect fit for the Clinic and what Lescher calls the ‘Biggest
Loser Cat Boot Camp’ came into play immediately. “Although healthy overall, Faith needed to be moving
around more” Lescher said. “She needed proper dietary management, hydrotherapy and general exercise. This is
not a hardship for cats at all…really more like a cat spa.”
Faith and her new mom Sally.

Faith during therapy.

The Woodstock Veterinary Clinic enjoyed the company of Faith and her positive
transformation so much, that they are looking forward to expanding the program.
The newest resident there from Helping Paws is Tippy, a polydactyl (multi-toed)
cat. “It’s a win-win really” Lescher said. “We love these animals and they love us. In our experience, senior cats
are the best companions ever and most are incredibly open to attention and affection. We are thrilled with this
program working in cooperation with Helping Paws.”
When you stop by Helping Paws, make sure you check out the senior and special cat residents while you are
there. Who knows, you might feel a special connection and realize that you are in need of a new companion.
Happy Tail Update:
Faith’s transformation was so successful that she was quickly adopted and is loving her new home.

Cole and Marmalade are some of the most popular cats on the Internet, have a world-wide following and
recently their YouTube channel topped 100 million video views! They are spokescats for adoption, spaying
and neutering and entertaining humans (with their silly antics). Chris Poole (their owner) loves making
their videos and is a big advocate for spay and neutering.
For those of you who don’t know their story, Cole was
found in a busy intersection as a kitten. Marmalade was
not wanted as a kitten by his first owner so Chris adopted him. Marmalade is a cancer survivor (Lymphoma)
Marmalade and Cole (upside
and happens to also be FIV+. In 2016, Cole & Marmalade moved to Illinois from Florida. Chris has been a regular visitor at Helping Paws and
has also been a huge supporter of the work we do for cats in our community.
Chris is all Cat man. Just this past June, he did a FB live video at the Helping Paws’ Meow
Luau and also created/sold custom t-shirts to raise money for Helping Paws. In August,
Chris presented a $500 check to Helping Paws from the sale of shirts. This money will be
put towards helping more of the kitties we rescue.

Sherry Gelasi, Helping Paws VP, accepting check
from Chris Poole from his t-shirt fundraiser.

A HUGE thank you to Cole & Marmalade (and everyone else) for their support! If you have
never followed their adventures, please check them out at www.coleandmarmalade.com or
their Facebook page. Meow!
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IZZY

U P D AT E
In March of 2015, an extensive outbreak of
a respiratory disease emerged in the metropolitan Chicago area. The infection was
soon identified as canine influenza H3N2.
This particular viral strain had not been
previously identified in the United States.
All dogs, therefore, have no natural immunity. The H3N2 virus likely originated
from Asia.
Two clinical syndromes have been seen in
dogs infected with the influenza virus – a
mild form, and a more severe form that is
accompanied by pneumonia. In the mild
form, dogs may present with a cough and/
or upper respiratory symptoms such as
nasal congestion. In the severe form, dogs
develop high fevers and pneumonia. This
onset can be rapid and may lead to death in
a low percentage of cases.
Only a few cases of influenza were seen in
the McHenry County area last year, with
the majority of cases present in Chicago.
So far in 2016, an outbreak was reported in
the Bloomington/Normal area, and cases
continue to be seen in Chicagoland. The
potential for an outbreak in our area
certainly exists.
Recently, a new vaccine for the H3N2 virus
has become available. A series of two
shots is necessary, separated by approximately 3 weeks. An older influenza for a
different viral strain (H3N8) will not cross
protect for the new, current virus strain.
Dogs that have frequent contact with other
dogs through boarding, day care, dog parks,
and pet stores are at greater risk should an
outbreak develop.
Please discuss your dog’s risk factors with
your veterinarian.

Izzy was relinquished to the shelter at 7 years of age and it wasn’t very
long before she met Kristen. They both bonded immediately. Only
having been adopted a few months ago, Kristin says it’s like they’ve
been together forever. They both share so much love with each other.
- Kristen F.

FAUCET

Consistently overlooked because of his shyness, Faucet was at the shelter
for over 7 years. One day someone came in who would change his life
forever. The HP staff had never seen him as friendly or outgoing. He’s
now happy and content in his new home.
- Cedric Q.
Dusty was relinquished when he was over 12 1/2 years old. Within only
one month, after considering several others, he was chosen by the
McAndrews because they could see how very gentle and loving he was.
He is settling into his new home beautifully, looking forward to sharing
years of love with his new owners.
- Tom & Caryn M.

PRINCESS

DUSTY

Adopted at almost 8 years old, her new owner
loves her so much! She says Princess is so smart
and understands everything she says. She’s also
such a cute and loving dog… “couldn't have
found one better!”
- Diane M.

In Memorium
Karen Sokolnicki – Since 2009 she was one of our most enthusiastic, dedicated, and loyal volunteers. Not only did she help
care for the shelter animals, she also found time to feed all the
little critters that came to visit in her back yard. Even in the
face of very difficult and painful medical issues, she couldn’t
wait to return to help walk all the dogs she loved so much. She
was always one of the first to help out whenever there was a
need, whether it be for supplies, off-site events, or just to give
a new scared little cat or dog some extra attention to help them
get over their fears. We were truly blessed to have known her.

Karen with her rescue Beau.

In memory of our ‘Friends of Paws” who passed away within the last year…
Sally Balling, Mayme Bennett, Edna Brower, Brian Campabasso, Donna Dwyer,
Carole Foreman, Diane Trimpe Forth, Arlene Fortner, Daryl Fox, Thomas Fox, William Fritts,
Jonne Good, Mary Hahn, Grace Hajeck, Wilma Ham, Kimberly Harm, Kenneth Holbay,
Harvey Jones Jr., Florence Kabza, Michael Kaminski, Hannah Keenan, John Kimble,
Sam Knebel, John Kugler, Margo Loew, Billie Lovejoy, Ashley Mancuso, Harris Manny,
Jason Martel, Ken Miller, Raymond Miller, Joy Monek, Jan Montiegel, Mary Moricole,
Doris Mortensen, Helen Mueller, Peter Mugavero, Sharon Nation, Donna Nehring,
Joseph Padgett, LaVonne Pearson, Susan Reeb, Jerry Robson, Richard Raucci, Alicia Rollins,
Shirley Schutz, Patricia Sciortino, Christopher B. Smith, Karen Sokolnicki,
Robin Sorrentino, Nancy Spindler, Corinne Steffen, Edward Streit, Dawn Sulek, JoAnn Till,
Phyllis VanEngen, Doreen White, Mark Wilbandt, Norma Sue Young, and Gladys Ziemann

… and our gratitude to all those that made donations to the shelter in their memory.
(Our apologies for any unintentional omission.)
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Foster Saves Tiny Lives
Sometimes love can be found in the most unexpected places. For Lorraine Kinnear, a kitten foster mom,
an unexpected visitor came via a hay truck this past June.
Kona just days old at HP.

“A young couple was driving behind the truck in Reckon, IL and as it pulled away from the stop sign
they noticed something small and grey fall.” Kinnear said. “They thought it was just a field mouse, but
went to investigate and to their surprise it was a tiny kitten – just a few days old.” So they took it home
and bottle fed it during the night. Not knowing how to care for the kitten, they contacted Helping Paws.
Since the kitten was so young and needed to be bottle fed, an experienced foster was needed so Lorraine
was contacted. She had just returned from a vacation in Hawaii and agreed to take the tiny kitten which
she named Kona in to her care. Kona weighed only 4.5 oz. and her eyes were not even open yet, being
just four days old. “I’ve been fostering for about eight years” Kinnear said. “I was delighted to take on
this responsibility although as with any young life, it came with the knowledge that I’d be bottle feeding
every 2-3 hours, all day every day. When you accept such a tiny fragile life into your home, you understand that you will do whatever is necessary to assure its health and welfare.”

Fostering tiny kittens is a lot of work, but also very rewarding. Kittens are in a foster home until they weigh at least two pounds and have three
vaccines. This usually happens in a span of 2-3 months. The foster has to monitor their weight and health. Also in the fostering process is socialization with humans and other cats which, when the kitten is old enough, will help make it very suitable for adoption.
“This one (Kona) was particularly sweet” Kinnear said. “Fluffy grey and white -- a very affectionate lap cat.” And
although she often finds the surrender process difficult, Lorraine feels the greatest reward is when they get placed in
their forever home and make another family happy. “There are many animals in this area who can use a little help”
Kinnear says. “Fostering is how I felt I could be most productive in improving their lives. I’m so happy to have the
opportunity to be part of a happy future for every one of them.”

Happy Tail Update:
Kona has been adopted and is loving her new family.

Cleaning Products

Regular Bleach (unscented)
Paper Towels
Tall Kitchen Garbage Bags
HE Liquid Laundry Detergent
Toilet Paper

Dog & Cat Items

Special THANKS to our 2015 Sponsors
Art for the Paws

Mary Moltmann & Ed Bennett

Paw Crawl

Nature’s Feed
Mr. Rebates
Novation Industries
First Midwest Bank

Kitten Chow
Friskies canned food (pate style)
Fancy Feast wet kitten food
Kitten Formula (KMR or Hartz)
Cat Beds
Hard Rubber Dog Toys (Kong, Nylabone)
Soft Cat Toys (mice, catnip)
Dog Nylon or Leather Leashes
Clay or Scoop Litter

Panting for Paws 5K Run/Walk

Office Supplies

American Community Bank & Trust
Premier Veterinary Group

White Copy Paper and Colored Copy Paper
9-volt Batteries

Platinum Sponsor
Piper Jaffray

Community Sponsors
Amy’s Place Pet Grooming
Camp Bow Wow McHenry
K-9 Motivation
Nature’s Feed
Mt. Auburn Cemetery Haven
Northwest Herald
Pet Behavior Innovations
Pound Bakery
Route #14 Sales & Rental
The Woodstock Independent
Tuf-Tite, Inc.
Walmart

Gold Sponsors

Other

Walmart, SAMS Club or Menards gift cards

Recycling

Aluminum cans
Printer/Toner cartridges

Visit our website at www.helpingpaws.net for all the ways you can help.
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Making a Creative
Difference
After taking last year off because of the outbreak of the ‘canine
flu’ in McHenry County and surrounding areas, we were thrilled to
have a perfect day for this years’ Paws in the Park Walk & Pet
Fest! The weather was gr eat, ever yone had lots of fun and the
money raised will help us take care of many animals.
The annual event was held on
June 12 this year and raised
over $14,300 with almost 300
people (and pooches) making it
the best attended event yet! Our
‘Top Dog’ for 2016 is Ginger
Snap with her guar dian Er ika
and ‘Top Pack’ for 2016 is
Team Ginger Snap! We would
also like to thank the people
who contributed just over
$1,000 to participants fundraising pages and general donations
on event day.

Ginger Snap and Erika

Of course, we could not put on such a great event without help
from our friends. A big THANK YOU to all our sponsors and
vendors for their financial support and to those who came for the
day to share their knowledge and products/services with everyone.
Our cats and dogs are wagging
their tails and so happy that there
is so much wonderful support
from the community! We hope
to see all of you next year and be
sure to tell all your friends and
family too!
Helping Paws alumni 2016

The highlight of Spring was our 2 annual Art for the Paws fundraiser
which raised a record amount of $13,500! Over 244 unique canvases
were donated by a variety of artists in February and early March.
Behind the scenes, artwork is photographed and artist statements are
documented. A change to the event was the use of an on-line auction
system to make bidding available to anyone from their computer, phone
or other hand-held device.
nd

2016 Art for the Paws mosaic at Mixin Mingle in Woodstock

It was a fun and exciting night as people
mingled at the reception viewing all the art up
close while also checking their phones and
iPads, some people bidding right up to the
minute when all bids would be closed. While
many canvases were bid on for the minimum
$25 donation, quite a few had winning bids of
much more, including a few over $100.
Canvases for the 2017 event will be available
beginning January 2, 2017. Check our website
for more information and locations where you
can pick up canvases. The deadline to donate
finished canvases is February 28.

Art for the Paws Reception
April 22
Mixin Mingle
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For the sixth year in a row,
Helping Paws received the
wonderful 2016 Best of the
Fox award for Best Animal
Shelter/Rescue!
This means so much to us,
knowing that we have so
much support from the
people in our community.
We want to thank ALL of
you who voted for us and
support our mission to help
homeless animals.

Victor—2 years

Alice—7 years

Slate—1 year

Saturn—5 years

Sponsor Someone Special
For several years now we have been so very fortunate to have
sponsors for about two dozen of our cats who have either been at
the shelter for a very long time or have some personality or medical
issues that make them more difficult to adopt.
Zsa Zsa—11 years

Sponsorships help so much toward covering expenses for these
wonderful cats. In the last year some have been adopted (Ariel,
Faucet & Charlie). Sadly, a few have passed away (Kelso, Portia,
Turk & Hayden).

Queenie—13 years

We have added a few more to our ‘special’ cats list… because of
their age, for medical reasons, or the length of time they’ve been at
the shelter.
We hope you’ll consider sponsoring one or more of them!
(See enclosed Donation Slip for sponsorship form.)
Iris—16 years

Madeline—2 years

Sponsorship Contribution: 3 months-$50 / 6 months-$75 / 1 year-$100 / 10 years-$500

